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My favorite time of
year is graduation.
There's just some
thing invigorating
about watching stu
dents who have
worked so hard for so
many years, finally
realizing their dream.
You can feel the
electricity in the air.
You begin to feel it as soon as you pull into the
parking lot of the Office Depot Center where
NSU's commencements are held. As families
and friends make their way into the building,
you see the pride on their faces.
Lisa Davis. M.B.A. '99

Students, caps and gowns in hand, give hugs
and kisses and hurry off to find their assigned
locations. Once backstage, they fidget nerv
ously with their robes. Some chat anxiously
with classmates. Many help each other affix
their caps in a way that will do as little damage
to their hairstyles as possible.
Guests rush in to find the best seats. Several
have brought presents for their graduates.
As the orchestra begins to play Pomp and
Circumstance, the traditional graduation
march, several people search for tissues. The

students enter the arena, standing tall with
heads held high. The crowd rises to its feet and
begins to applaud. Little kids stand on chairs
trying to get a glimpse of their special graduate.
There is hardly a dry eye in the house.
The students find their seats and the program
begins. After welcoming remarks and a keynote
address, it's time for the students to take that
monumental walk across the stage. For some,
they are the first to graduate in their family. For
many, this day is a culmination of years of per
sonal sacrifices. For others, it is a day they once
thought impossible.
As their names are called, they walk across the
stage. It is a confident walk. It is a walk of
accomplishment. From the audience, someone
shouts, "Way to go!" Another person yells,
"We're proud of you!" A child excitedly points
and screams, "That's my mommy."
When the last student's name is read the crowd
erupts into wild applause. Once all of the stu
dents have returned to their seats, President
Ferrero asks them to take a moment and look
around. He invites them to show their appre
ciation for the people who have come to share
this special day with them. The students stand
and applaud. Many point to their families and
friends and mouth the words, "thank you."
Again, people reach for their tissues.

Graduation is a day like none other. It is a day
filled with so many emotions: anticipation,
pride, exhilaration, gratification, and so much
more. For Martha Piatt and her daughter
Andrea it was a day they were both able to cel
ebrate together—as graduates. At 11:00 a.m.
on May 3, Andrea graduated with her bache
lor's degree in psychology. A few hours later,
her mother, Martha, graduated with her law
degree. "It couldn't have been any better. I
loved that my mom and I graduated on the
same day together" said Andrea.
For Stephanie Carr, graduating from NSU was
14 years in the making. Carr had first come to
NSU as a kindergarten student at University
School. She graduated from University School
and enrolled in the Farquhar College of Arts
and Sconces where she earned a bachelor of
science degree. As if 14 years at NSU weren't
enough, she's now considering graduate school.
This year, NSU will graduate more than 5,000
students. The university's first class consisted of
17 students—quite an accomplishment in just
39 years. I'm already looking forward to next
year's graduation ceremonies. Over the years
I've learned a valuable lesson about com
mencement—bring plenty of tissues. •

The theme of the Fifth Annual Celebration of Excellence was
Imagine, Believe, Achieve. More than 1,000 guests attended the
event that featured the presentation of the President's Community
Award and the Distinguished Alumni Achievement Awards.

ADVOCATES HONORED
NSU President Ray Ferrero, Jr., honored community leaders Jim and
Jan Moran with the President's Community Award, the university's
highest honor. Two years ago, the Morans, along with JM Family
Enterprises, Inc., announced a $6 million challenge for NSU's Family
Center, now renamed the Mailman Segal Institute for Early
Childhood Studies. Through the challenge, Jim and Jan Moran and
JM Family Enterprises, Inc., pledged to match up to $3 million in new
or increased gifts to the Mailman Segal Institute's capital campaign.
The gift, one of the largest ever to NSU, is helping the Mailman Segal
Institute reach its $12.5 million capital campaign goal, significantly
expand its child care/early child care development community out
reach programs, and develop an endowment fund at the Community
Foundation of Broward to provide ongoing support for the center.
The new Jim & Jan Moran Family Center Village, which opened in
June, will house the Mailman Segal Institute. The village is located
on five acres of property adjacent to the main campus in Fort
Lauderdale. The new site will enable all Mailman Segal Institute
programs—including the Baudhuin Preschool, the parent/child pro
grams, the child care training programs, and the Autism Consortium,
among others—to be housed in one location on the main campus.

President and Mrs. Ferrero with award winners Jim and Jan Moran (center)

"Jim and Jan have made a tremendous impact on the lives of children
and adults living in South Florida," said President Ray Ferrero, Jr.
"Through their vision, hard work, and generous contributions, our
community is a better place to live and work. We are truly apprecia
tive of their continued support and involvement with NSU."

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI HONORED
The event also celebrated the outstanding accomplishments of NSU
alumni. Graduates from each of the university's centers, colleges, and
schools were honored for their business achievements as well as their
contributions to their communities.
"We're so proud of our alumni," said Lisa Davis, director of alumni
relations. "These are among the many former students who have
reached exceptional heights in their careers and communities. Out of
more than 70,000 NSU graduates living around the world, these 14
alumni have truly distinguished themselves." •
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Individual ice sculptures with the
words Imagine, Believe, Achieve
served as the table centerpieces.

Fischler Qraduate School of Education and
Human Services alumni award winner Henry
Brown closed the event with a moving
performance of the song, I Believe I Can Fly.

Celebration of Excellence January 30, 2003
Distinguished Alumni Award Winners

Associate Dean Patrick
Hardigan and Maryellen
Antonetti, R.N., PA-C,
College of Allied Health
and Nursing, M.P.H. 1996

Dean Norma Goonen and
Joseph N. Balchunas,
Farquhar College of Arts
and Sciences, B.S. 1995

Dean David Loshin and
Mary Bartuccio, College of
Optometry, O.D. 1997

Dean William Hardigan and
Dorel Suboni, College of
Pharmacy. Suboni accepted
the award on behalf of
Thomas Bohan, B.S. 1994,
who was unable to attend.

Dean H. Wells Singleton
and Henry L. Brown III,
Fischler Graduate School of
Education and Human
Services, M.S. 2001

Dean Richard Dodge and
Roland de Szoeke,
Oceanographic Center,
Ph.D. 1973

Dean Hongang Yang and
Arlene Brett Gordon,
Graduate School of
Humanities and Social
Sciences, Ph.D. 1998

Dean Joseph Harbaugh and
Judge Sandy E. Karlan,
Shepard Broad Law Center,
J.D. 1978

Headmaster Jerome
Chermak and Tobi Helene
Kosanke, University
School, 1982

Dean Randy Pohlman
and William A. Lowe,
H. Wayne Huizenga School of
Business and Entrepreneurship,
D.B.A. 2000

Dean Anthony Silvagni
and Joel L. Rush, College of
Osteopathic Medicine,
D.O. 1985

Dean Robert Uchin and
Francis William Short,
College of Dental Medicine,
D.M.D. 2001

Dean Ronald Levant and
Amy B. Trachter, Center for
Psychological Studies,
Ph.D., Psy.D. 2000

Dean Edward Lieblein and
Gioconda E. Weiner,
Graduate School of
Computer and Information
Sciences, Ph.D. 2002
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M.I.B.A. Alumni Chapter Holds Kick-off Event
The Master of International Business Administration (Md.B.A.) alumni
chapter was started as a means of maintaining a continuing, mutually reward
ing relationship with its graduates. The aim is to help graduates stay in touch
with each other and create a positive networking environment. At the same
time, the alumni organization can provide the Huizenga School administra
tion with important feedback.
An inaugural alumni event was held this past March as an opportunity for
M.I.B.A. alumni and students to reunite and talk about the chapter's role in
the near future. Held in the President's Dining Room on NSU's main cam
pus, the event also gave alumni the chance to see the growth and changes
occurring at their alma mater.
The M.I.B.A. alumni include a very diverse group of professionals who
can benefit from the interaction with each other as they explore career
paths around the world. If you would like more information about the
M.I.B.A. Chapter, please contact Leslie Argenal, chapter coordinator, at
argenal@nova.edu. •

M.I.B.A. alumni and friends at the recent kick-off reception.

Elena Perez de Lema and Anindya 'Oney' Seal enjoy the reception.

Sheng-Li Yang shows off her raffle prize to Amir Stamper.

Law Center unveils Wall of Honor
The Shepard Broad Law Center unveiled its new
Wall of Honor at a special reception for Law
Center supporters. The Wall of Honor, which
stands more than seven feet tall and is set in the
Law Center's atrium, showcases the generous
benefactors who have contributed $10,000 or
more over their lifetimes to Law Center scholar
ships, projects, and programs.

"It's largely due to donations from benefactors
such as those listed on the Wall of Honor that
we're able to accomplish so many things here at
NSU," said Joseph Harbaugh, dean of the Law
Center. "For example, our dual-degree program
with the University of Barcelona, one of Spain's
finest universities, is helping students to earn
diplomas in both common and civil law, and

Photographed in front of the new Wall of Honor is Law Center board of
governor's member Qary Poliakoff and his wife Sherri.
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could not have been added to our Juris Doctor
Program without the generosity of our
benefactors."
For more information on the Wall of Honor,
please contact Lisa Welch, director of alumni
relations and development at (954) 262-6110. •

NSU board of trustees member and Law Center board of governor's member
August Paoli, his wife Toni, and their family.

College of Optometry Announces New Online M.S.
April 2003 marked the launch of the College of
Optometry's master in clinical vision research.
NSU offers an all online M.S. via its state-of-theart, Web-based distance learning technology.

According to Josephine Shallo-Hoffmann,
Ph.D., professor and chair of the Research and
Graduate Programs at NSU's College of
Optometry, "The new M.S. program is designed
for optometrists who have an interest in doing
clinical trials, who might wish to present
research at professional meetings, who wish to
be able to critically evaluate research in the lit
erature, or to apply for grant money. It is a way
to assist academic and military optometrists in
gaining promotion in their careers."

The M.S. in clinical vision research is a bridge
between clinical care of optometry and vision
science. It offers optometrists, optometric
students, optometric educators, and other health
professionals the in-depth knowledge necessary to
conduct scientific research. Students in the pro
gram gain the skills necessary to develop, perform,
analyze, and evaluate clinical research studies.

The online program allows students to design a
course of study that meets their individual
needs. Students worldwide complete their
coursework on their own time, on their home or
office computers, without having to live near
the NSU campus or sacrifice their professional
or personal obligations.
For more information, visit www.nova.edu/cvr
or call (954) 262-4226. •

NSU Hosts 2003 Broward County American Heart Walk

More than 5,000 people came to NSU's main campus to participate in the 2003
Broward County American Heart Walk. The event focuses attention on exercise
as an important part of a heart-healthy lifestyle.

L to R: Miami Dolphin's player Oronde Qadsden and Dolphins' cheerleader pose
with Eddie Jones, president of the Miami Dolphins; Kanesha Monte?; Haile,
Honorary Red Cap Survivor; and Qeorge Hanbury, Ph.D., NSU executive vice
president for administration.
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(954) 262-2118 or
toll free 800-541-6682, ext. 2118
Notice of Nondiscrimination
Nova Southeastern University admits students of any race, color, sex, age,
nondisqualifying disability, religion or creed, or national or ethnic origin to
all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school, and does not discriminate in adminis
tration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan
programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

And they re off!

Nova Southeastern University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, Telephone number:
404-679-4501) to award associate's, bachelor's, master's, educational specialist, and doctoral degrees.
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Thomas Dieters
Thomas Dieters is the new
executive director of develop
ment for NSU. Born and
raised in Detroit, Michigan,
Dieters brings to the position
extensive experience in devel
opment, having worked at
both Michigan State Uni
versity and the University of
Miami. He holds a master of
public administration from
UM and a bachelor of science from MSU with a dual
major in employment relations and psychology.
His career includes positions as director of the Boca
Raton Community Hospital Foundation and executive
director of planned giving and director of regional
development for the University of Miami. His
professional memberships include serving as immediate
past president of the Broward County Planned
Giving Council, a member of the Boca Raton Estate
Planning Council, and is a board member of the West
Broward YMCA.
"We are excited at what Tom brings to this position,"
said President Ferrero. "His experiences in higher edu
cation with regard to development and planned giving
are a perfect fit in the direction that NSU is going."
In his new position, Dieters will work to build the uni
versity's endowment, increase the number of alumni
donors, and complete capital campaign projects in
progress and in the planning stages through private
gifts. He can be reached at dieters@nova.edu. •

• Casey Elise Zagaria
Casey Elise Zagaria is the new
associate director of develop
ment for the Fischler Graduate
School of Education and
Human Services. Previously,
Zagaria served as graduate assis
tant for the Office of Student
Activities and Leadership
Development in NSU's Office
of Student Affairs.
Since her start in February, Zagaria has been actively
involved in a strategic plan for alumni development,
which includes alumni outreach and the implementa
tion of programs that enhance the personal and profes
sional development of the Fischler Graduate School's
29,000 alumni. She is currently coordinating the 2004
Child Legacy Campaign, which will be presented in five
cities across the United States.
Zagaria will earn her master's degree from NSU's Center
for Psychological Studies this summer. She graduated
summa cum laude with a bachelor's degree in psychol
ogy from Fairleigh Dickinson University in Madison,
New Jersey. She can be reached at (954) 262-8474 or
email elise@nova.edu.

Historic Year for
NSU Athletics
This past year in athletics has been a historic one for
the NSU Knights, as the program moved into the
NCAA Division II ranks as provisional members of
the Sunshine State Conference. Dubbed the
"Conference of National Champions," the Sunshine
State Conference saw four schools capture national
championships in 2001-2002, bringing the total
number of national titles won by conference teams
to an amazing 54 since the conference's 1975 inception.
Beginning with the men's and women's soccer teams,
NSU proved it belongs among the nation's elite
Division II programs.

After a 2-14-1 record in 2001, the NSU women's soccer team
posted a huge turnaround in the 2002 season, as they recorded the
second-most wins in school history with a 13-5 record. The Knights
set school records for fewest losses, consecutive home wins (6), home
wins in a season (8), and fewest goals allowed in a season (22).
The Knights also had a number of firsts in their 2002 campaign,
as they received National Poll votes in the NCAA, and by sea
son's end, NSU jumped into the number 5 ranking in NCAA
Division II South Region.

The Knights men's soccer
team was as equally impressive
as their female counterparts.
They had their best regular
season record of all-time with
a 15-4-1 mark. NSU finished
as the number 5 ranked team
in the NCAA Division II South
Region and only narrowly
missed out on reaching the
regional tournament.
As the seasons changed from fall to spring, the Knights baseball and Softball programs took cen
ter stage, and neither disappointed the fans. Heading into the final weeks of both programs' sea
son, the teams had records of 28-15 and 25-22 respectively. The Knights baseball team ranked
fourth in the South Region, and after beginning the season 2-5, won 26 out of its next 32 games.
Not to be outdone by team
sports, NSU women's golfers
Ellen Chavkin and Amanda
Brown won individual titles at a
pair of spring tournaments.
Chavkin became the first NSU
women's golf team member to
win an individual title, and
Brown repeated the feat just
weeks later when she captured
the NSU Spring Classic at
Chateau Elan Golf Club in
Braselton, Georgia.

• David Dawson
David Dawson has been
named executive director of
University Relations for NSU.
Most recently, Dawson had
been group director of market
ing communications for Ryder
Systems, Inc., at its Miami
headquarters.
Dawson will serve as the uni
versity's overall marketing
director and brand manager.
As such, he will oversee the development and imple
mentation of NSU's brand strategy and related messag
ing, while managing and coordinating all communica
tions channels.
"David has had a distinguished career in marketing,
advertising, and public relations and will serve the NSU
community well, both internally and externally," said
President Ferrero. "NSU continues to grow at an amaz
ing rate, and the addition of David to our family will
help ensure that our message is delivered to South
Florida, our educational centers across the state and
country, and around the world."
Prior to his most recent position with Ryder, Dawson
had been director of public relations, and prior to that,
director of advertising. He had previously held market
ing leadership positions with American Hospital
Supply, Deltona Corporation, and Tinsley Advertising.
He holds a B.B.A. from the University of Miami, Coral
Gables, Florida. •
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Overall, 2002—2003 was a very successful
one for NSU athletics, and the future looks
very bright. It would be hard to duplicate the
excitement and achievements of the past
year, but the sky is truly the limit for all NSU
sports teams. •
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Amanda Brawn
Ellen Chavkin

WORRIED ABOUT THE DOW? ENDOW!
You meet a friend you haven't seen for a while.
"How're you doing? How's your family? How's
your stock portfolio doing?"
Ask that last question over lunch or dinner,
and you're likely to cause indigestion!
Nova Southeastern University has the anti
dote. Establish a charitable gift annuity using
part of that portfolio; then, whether the mar

Eleanore Levy,
director of major
gift planning.

kets rise or fall, you will have steady, guaran
teed income for life. Whether you live to be
100 or 125, your payments will continue, guar
anteed. And, there's more—Your charitable
gift annuity contract will be funded at the full
fair market value of your stock on the date of
transfer. Ultimately, the remainder will
become a part of the NSU Endowment Fund.
It will be an enduring source of funds for schol

arships and to support the educational pro
grams that mean the most to you. No more
need to worry about the Dow!
For a no obligation packet of information
about NSU's gift annuity program, including
details about interest rates, call Eleanore
Levy, director of major gift planning, at
(954) 262-2111 or email eleancrre@nova.edu.

HUIZENGA SCHOOL HONORS
THREE ENTREPRENEURS

HONORABLE CLARENCE THOMAS
SPEAKS
AT
NSU

More than 700 friends and supporters of NSU turned out to honor the newest
inductees into the H. Wayne Huizenga School of Business and Entrepreneurship's
14th Annual Entrepreneur Hall of Fame.

The Honorable Clarence Thomas, associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court,
spoke recently before an audience of NSU alumni, students, faculty members, and
business leaders. His visit was part of the H. Wayne Huizenga School of Business
and Entrepreneurship's Distinguished Lecture Series. Dean Randy Pohlman mod
erated the discussion and took questions from the audience. Justice Thomas spoke
candidly about the challenges and obstacles he has overcome, the role of the court,
and his view on many issues we face today.

The event honored South Florida business leaders John E. Abdo, Frederick A.
DeLuca, and Thomas J. Miller for their lifetime achievements in business.
Abdo is vice chairman of the board of directors and chairman of the executive
committee of BankAtlantic Bancorp, Inc. He is also vice chairman of the board
of BFC Financial Corporation, president and CEO of Levitt Corporation, and vice
chairman of the board of directors of Bluegreen Corporation. DeLuca is president
and cofounder of Subway Restaurants and Miller is the CEO of Miller
Construction Company.

President Ray
Ferrero, Jr., and
Huizenga School
Dean Randy
Pohlman flank
Hall of Fame
inductees
John Abdo,
Thomas Miller, and
Frederick DeLuca.

"It was an honor for the Huizenga School to host Justice Thomas," said Dean Pohlman.
"To learn from his knowledge and wisdom was a tremendous experience." •

Pictured with Justice
Thomas is H. Wayne
Huizenga and Randolph
Pohlman.

"Each year we honor individuals who exemplify entrepreneurship, this year is no
exception," said Randolph A. Pohlman, Ph.D., dean of the Huizenga School. "The
leadership our 2003 inductees have shown is inspirational. Jack, Fred, and Tom
honor us by accepting the Huizenga School's Entrepreneur Hall of Fame Award."
The Entrepreneur Hall of Fame Award was established by NSU to honor the life
time achievements of outstanding entrepreneurs who have contributed to the
growth of business and who have demonstrated a willingness to contribute time,
effort, and financial resources to programs and activities that enhance the quality
of life of the community from which they have prospered. •

The Honorable Clarence
Thomas and Huizenga
School Dean Randolph
Pohlman

NSU Alumni Chapter President's Retreat
The

NSU

Alumni

Chapter

Presidents had a wonderful time at
the Fifth Annual Celebration of
Excellence. The following day they
gathered for an all-day retreat at the
Rolling Hills Resort across from the
main campus. The chapter presi
dents discussed alumni events and
programs and ways to increase atten
dance at alumni functions. They
toured the campus and enjoyed pre
sentations by Robert Preziosi of the
Huizenga

School

and

Jennifer

Meriam, director of public affairs. •
Pictured above are alumni chapter presidents and representatives (I to r) Milton Burnett, New England; Lenora "Qenesis"
Johnson, Las Vegas, Nevada; Frank LaTorre, Orlando, Florida; Karen Kirshenbaum, Colorado; Barbara Christina, Long
Island, New York; David Weintraub, New Jersey; Dolores O'Donoghue, Northern California; and Thomas Mann,
Pennsylvania, Western New York, and Northern Ohio.
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The Child Legacy Campaign:
Sharing Knowledge, Shaping Futures
rom January to May of 2004, the Fischler Graduate School of Education
Child Legacy Campaign to five cities across the United States. Through

The 2004 Child Legacy Campaign will be in the following cities: Atlanta,
Georgia (January 9-10); Las Vegas, Nevada (February 13-14); Arlington,
Virginia (March 19-20); Boston, Massachusetts (April 23-24); and Chicago,

collaboration with FGSEHS site administrators, cluster coordinators,

Illinois (May 21-22). Registration forms will be mailed to site cities

alumni chapter presidents, local school districts, and state education

and neighboring states, alumni, faculty members, students, friends, state
boards of education, local school districts, middle schools, and special
services organizations.

and Human Services (FGSEHS) will bring its second installment of the

boards, the campaign identified and addressed community issues across the
United States. Last year, with Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Betty Williams
serving as a keynote speaker, the campaign accomplished its goal of gener
ating awareness of the need to improve the lives of the world's children.

The event will kick off on a Friday with a Middle School Interactive
Presentation—WOW's Violence and Substance Abuse Program Module.
On Saturday, CLC will host an all-day interactive

In 2004, the campaign will spotlight WOW: Working

workshop. CLC Workshop attendees will receive train

on Wellness program, published by Positively Healthy,

ing in four WOW Program Modules. Saturday evening
concludes the event with a reception, presentation, and

Inc. Positively Healthy is an educational publishing and
program design company that develops skill-based well

networking program. Workshop attendees will be given

ness materials and workshops for children and adults.
Fischler Graduate School alumni Grace Kolbe, Ed.D.,
('99) is Positively Healthy's CEO and cofounder.
Carolyn Potter, M.S., is Positively Healthy's president
and cofounder.

D

their choice of one of the four modules to take back to
their schools or organizations at the evening reception.

CHILD LEGACY CAMPAIGN
Sharing Knowledge, Shaping Futures

As Positively Healthy's CEO and cofounder, Kolbe has been developing
wellness programs for children, adolescents, and their families for more
than 15 years. She received her Ed.D. from NSU in child and youth stud
ies, with a concentration in curriculum design.
The WOW program modules are written for middle school educators. It is
a health, substance abuse, and violence prevention curriculum for adoles
cents involving family and community. Program materials link youth to

The Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human
Services will work with local school districts and con

tacts to identify middle schools for the Friday presenta
tions. Site collaborators will act as host committees by generating contacts
for registration mailings and potential sponsorships, promote workshop/
reception attendance, and serve as volunteer support staff at the event.
FGSEHS will invite corporate partners to participate as local or national
level CLC sponsors. They will be given an opportunity to have their com
pany logo on the registration forms, distribute marketing materials at the
workshop, and have a presence at the reception.

their communities and stimulate their families and the community to sup

If you would like to learn more about the 2004 Child Legacy Campaign,

port adolescent involvement in projects that encourage responsibility and

or to find out how you or your Alumni Chapter can be a part of this
dynamic and educational opportunity, please contact Casey Elise Zagaria,

a feeling of empowerment and constructive behavior that promotes
wellness. Youth apply and practice life and thinking skills that lead to

associate director of development, at (954)

healthful behaviors.

elise@nova.edu. •

262-8474, or email,

OPTOMETRY ALUMNI CELEBRATE 10-YEAR REUNION
The first graduating class of the College of Optometry recently celebrated

"It was great to reconnect with our alumni and celebrate their accom

their 10-year reunion. Alumni from the class of '93, as well as several

plishments. The class of '93 will always be special to us, since these were

College of Optometry faculty members, staff, and graduates, enjoyed a

our first students," said College of Optometry Dean David Loshin. "We're

wonderful dinner at the Sheraton Suites in Plantation. The Saturday

also looking forward to next year's alumni reunion as we will honor the

evening dinner and dance was part of a weekend of activities that included

class of '94." •

three days of continuing education courses and a Friday night reception.

Pictured above (I to r) is Vivienne Rosenbusch, O.D., class of '93; Lester Janoff,
O.D.,
Alumni Adviser and Professor Emeritus; Barry Frauens, O.D., '96
faculty member and president of the Optometry Alumni Association; David S.
Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., dean of the College of Optometry; and Annette BadeWible, O.D., class of '93.

M.S.,

Josephine Shallo-Hoffman,
Ph.D., professor, and her
husband Heine Hoffman.

Pictured above are College of Optometry alumni Teresa Qoncalves, O.D., '99;
Asma Khan, O.D., '99; Annie Rodriguez, O.D., '99; and her guest.

Pictured are alumni
Deborah Marcev, O.D., '02;
John Marcev, O.D., '02;
and Pamela Oliver, O.D.,
associate professor.
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Site Administrator J. Howard Hunt
Retires after 25 Years at NSU
J. Howard Hunt, an NSU cluster coordinator and
site administrator in the Northeast United States,
has made a lot of friends during his 25 years with
the university. Just last Christmas, he sent out 515
holiday cards to students and alumni.

Qene Costa, site administrator, presents retiring
Hunt with a gift from the university.

Hunt recently retired after 45 years in education,
having started as a teacher and working his way to
a principal. He represented NSU in Delaware,
New Jersey, Eastern Pennsylvania, and New York
City (Long Island) and joined the university while
he was a county superintendent of schools in New
Jersey—a post from which he retired in 1986.
Hunt started 33 classes in the tri-state area for
NSU. A known fan of the university, Hunt dis
plays "NSU" on his New Jersey license plate. He

Hunt is the only resident of New Jersey to have
NSU on his license plate.
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FLORIDA

Phoenix
Joseph Keresty

(480) 812-8188

Orlando
Frank LaTorre
(407) 647-4193

jkeresty@hotmail.com

latorref@nova.edu

CALIFORNIA

LAW CHAPTER

Los Angeles
Joseph Scollo
(310) 377-1749

Steve Gerson
(954) 915-8888

Northern California
Dolores O'Donoghue
(415) 458-3420

His fondest memories from
NSU are the individual
achievements of the stu
dents. "They came as fulltime employees, registered
in a full-time graduate pro
gram with full-time family
responsibilities and it was
my job as a coordinator,
coach, whatever you want to
call it, to help them he suc
cessful," Hunt said. "It just
opened the door for so many
people to participate in
professional growth that
normally couldn't do it.
That's what we live for as
educators—to help others go
forward."

Hunt has big plans for his retirement. He's going
to enjoy his summer home in Maine. He and his
wife are also making their 17 grandchildren their
major priority. "So, grandma and I will have plenty
of things to do," he said.

David Weintraub, president of NSU's New
Jersey Chapter Alumni
Association, said that Hunt
has always been one of the
university's "biggest pro
moters." Weintraub, a 1992
graduate with a doctor of
education, said Hunt is a
"very wise man and easy to
talk to." Hunt's knowledge
of the educational system
and connections in academia helped to make stu
dents' lives easier. And the
Dunkin' Doughnuts and
pretzels Hunt brought every
morning to class, Weintraub
said, are hard to forget.
Alumni and friends enjoy themselves at the recent New Jersey
Alumni Chapter Spring Brunch.

sgerson@dearmanktw.com

MIBA CHAPTER
Leslie Argenal
(954) 262-2109
argenal@nova.edu

©LklAlPTBa

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT
PROGRAM
Grace Alu
800-356-0026, ext. 1253
(954) 262-1253
PSYCHOLOGY CHAPTER
South Florida
Cheryl Gotthelf
(954) 983-7457
gotthelf@nova.edu

PUBLIC HEALTH CHAPTER
Carmen Queral Fox
(954) 262-1256

Dod@marin .kl2.ca.us

OPTOMETRY CHAPTER

carmen@nova.edu

COLORADO
Karen and Jason
Kirshenbaum
(719) 599-5436

Les Janoff
(954) 262-1422

GEORGIA,
SOUTH CAROLINA
Julia Ashley
ashleyj@nova.edu

kirsh@mindspring.com

So, in early May, the alumni association decided
to celebrate Hunt's commitment to NSU at its
annual spring event. The brunch to congratulate
Hunt on his retirement drew the biggest crowd in
the association's history.

David Weintraub, Ed.D., '92, presents Hunt with a plaque on behalf of the organization.

He, too, benefited from NSU's commitment to
working professionals. He said that there were few
opportunities for educators in the late 1970s to stay
on the job and pursue advanced degrees. NSU
opened that door for Hunt, who majored in lead
ership and graduated in 1981.

QL®@AIL AILlEILfflSOQ

ARIZONA

jscollo@lausd .kl2.ca.us

says the school was the first in the country to be
sensitive to the needs of working professionals
wanting to advance their education, and he is
proud to have been able to "coach" the many hun
dreds of students in their academic journeys.

ljanofj@nova.edu

OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE
CHAPTER
Jeffrey Grove
(727) 586-3711

ILLINOIS

NEW YORK

Chicago
Curtis Smith
(708) 209-3444

Long Island
Barbara Christina
(516) 744-3190

smi thc@nova.edu

christinl 256@worldnet.att.net

NEVADA

NORTH CAROLINA

Las Vegas
Genesis Johnson
(702) 365-6682

John R. Wetsch
(919) 782-3080

lehoraj@nova. edu

PENNSYLVANIA, GREATER
ERIE AND WESTERN
PENNSYLVANIA, WESTERN
NEW YORK, AND
NORTHERN OHIO
Thomas Mann
(716) 665-2021

NEW ENGLAND
Western New England
T. Y. McDowell
(413) 562-4339
tym@mediaone.net

NEW JERSEY
David Weintraub
daweinMnova.edu

DR_WETSCH@prodigy.net

VIRGINIA,
SOUTHERN VIRGINIA
Rita-Anne Z. Bigelow
(804) 693-6240
rbiglow@admin.sbo.gc.kl2.va.us

docgrove@tampabay.rr.com
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Lorraine Thomas named
Humanitarian of the Year by
NSU Center for Psychological Studies

(L to R) President Ferrero, Linda Danoff,
chairperson; Lorraine Thomas; and
CPS Dean Ronald Levant.

In honor of a woman who has emerged as a
devoted philanthropist and community activist,
the NSU Center for Psychological Studies pre
sented Lorraine Thomas with the Third Annual
Humanitarian of the Year Award. The award is
presented to a person who has made a significant
and substantial contribution in health care, wel
fare, education, family life, or public safety.

"The event was a tremendous success and
helped to raise much needed funding for student
scholarships," said Ronald Levant, dean of the
Center for Psychological Studies. "Lorraine
Thomas has devoted herself to improving the
lives of many, and her dedication and hard work
will now greatly impact the lives of our
students."

Thomas, wife of the late Dave Thomas, founder
of Wendy's, has been an advocate for children's
issues, donating her time and resources to the
Children's Home Society as well as several other
charitable organizations.

The Fourth Annual Humanitarian of the Year
Award event, which will honor Rick and Rita
Case, is planned for Wednesday, October 8, in
Fort Lauderdale. For more information about the
event, please call (954) 262-2121.

She is also an advocate for education and con
tributed $25,000 to start a student scholarship
fund at the Center for Psychological Studies.

hi The Guy Harvey
Research Institute at NSU
His art is some of the most realistic depictions of
underwater life ever seen. In fact, you've proba
bly bought his hats or might even be wearing one
of his shirts. Guy Harvey, renowned marine artist
and marine biologist, is doing more than putting
paintbrush to canvas. Through his efforts with
the Guy Harvey Research Institute (GHRI) at
NSU he is helping to conserve and restore fish
resources around the world.
The institute is a scientific research organization
formed at NSU's Oceanographic Center in
collaboration with Harvey. The GHRI was
established to assume a leadership role in provid
ing the scientific information necessary for
effective conservation and restoration of fish
resources and biodiversity from a local scale to a
global scale.

"We anticipate the institute becoming a globally
pre-eminent marine conservation science and
education organization," said Mahmood Shivji,
Ph.D., GHRI director, and NSU professor. "The
research conducted by its scientists has received
widespread international recognition, having
been reported in multiple media venues includ
ing The New York Times, National Geographic,
Discovery, and the BBC. This type of recognition
is highlighting the strong marine research pro
grams ongoing at NSU."
The scientific research and education programs of the
Guy Harvey Research Institute are supported by Guy

The GHRI is housed at the Oceanographic Center
campus, located at the entrance of Port Everglades
on a ten-acre waterfront site in Dania Beach,
Florida. The institute's proximity to coral reefs,
popular fishing grounds, and the open ocean makes
it ideally suited for marine research activities.
To learn more about the Guy Harvey Research
Institute you can visit the Web site at
www.nova.edu/ocean/ghri/. If you would like more
information, please call (954) 262-2121.

Hats off for NSU
Alumni and Friends

The world's marine and freshwater fish resources
are experiencing an unprecedented decline as a
result of overfishing, pollution, and habitat loss
associated with explosive growth in human pop
ulations. There is an urgent need for properly
planned conservation and restoration measures
for fish resources.

World-renowned marine artist, Guy Harvey,
has donated 4,000 embroidered marine wildlife
hats to benefit NSU's GHRI. One hundred per
cent of the proceeds from the sale of the hats
will go to fund additional marine science
research work underway at the Guy Harvey
Research Institute. The NSU Bookstore is sell
ing the hats for only $7.99 each.
There are six different
designs to choose from.
If you would like to j .
purchase a hat, you t
may do so by visiting •
the NSU Bookstore
located on the
mam campus in
Fort Lauderdale,
by calling the
book store at
800-509-2665, or by
visiting online at www.nsubooks.bkstore.com.

"Sound scientific information forms the basis
of effective conservation and management
decisions," said Harvey. "The GHRI focuses on
the performance of high-quality, solution-orien
tated scientific research needed to build that
foundation."
The institute's ultimate goal: the conservation,
restoration, enhancement, and increased under
standing of the world's marine resources. "The
GHRI provides advanced training to students
from the United States and other countries, who
will serve as the future stewards of the health of
our oceans," said Harvey.
Quy Harvery painting an underwater mural.
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Harvey Incorporated, NSU, and private citizens and
organizations concerned about the deteriorating state
of the world's oceans.

Author Bob Woodward
Speaks at Library

Author Bob
Woodward

The newly renamed Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences at NSU—previously the
Farquhar Center for Undergraduate
Studies—held a renaming celebration and
inaugurated its Annual Distinguished
Speaker Series on February 10, 2003, with
special guest and acclaimed journalist Bob
Woodward. The author spoke about his lat
est bestseller, Bush at War. Woodward has
reported for the Washington Post for 23 years
and has written eight nonfiction bestsellers
including coauthoring All The President's
Men, with fellow journalist Carl Bernstein,
which documented the Watergate scandal.
After his speech, Woodward answered ques
tions from the audience and autographed
copies of his book.

Exploration 2003—Spotlight on Costa Rica Photographic Exhibit
On April 9, 2003, the Farquhar College of Arts
and Sciences kicked off its fourth annual pho
tographic exhibit entitled Exploration 2003—
Spotlight on Costa Rica with a grand opening
event. The evening featured naturalist and
wildlife expert Jim Fowler, host of Mutual of
Omaha's Wild Kingdom, along with live animals
indigenous to the country of Costa Rica. The
annual exhibit, featuring 120 photographs and
located in NSU's Library, Research, and
Information Technology Center, ran for three
months and was the culmination of a trip organ
ized by Professor Barry Barker, Ph.D., chair of
the college's environmental studies program.
Barker and a group of NSU students and travel
photographers documented the natural land
scapes, wildlife, and cultures of Costa Rica in
their effort to study ecotourism and the impact
on the natural environment.

Pictured above is Norma Qoonen, Ed.D., dean of the
Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences and Professor
Barry Barker, Ph.D.

Jim Fowler shows off a Florida Panther and
(left) a baby alligator.
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WE'D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Name (please print)

Degree

Major

Year

Address

City

State

ZIP

Email address

Date of birth

Social Security number

Home phone

Business

Position/title

Business address

City

State

ZIP

My alumni record should include
• Address

• Telephone

• Award, honor

• Publication

• Promotion

• Other:

1 would like the Alumni Network to publish this important news:

The Third Annual Night with the Florida
Panthers was another great success!
Alumni enjoyed a private reception before
the game where they were treated to a power
presentation by Jeff Cogen, chief operating
officer of the Florida Panthers Hockey Club.
Alumni and friends watched as the Panthers
took on the Toronto Maple Leafs. Paul
Sallarulo, president of the NSU Alumni
Association, got to shoot the opening puck to
start the game. (Pictured below) Sallarulo
shows off the commemorative hockey puck to
Daniela Sciarrotta, M.S./HRM '00 and her
friend Markus Mitre.

Include a recent photo for publication, if you like. Please attach your old address label here if
you are sending a new address. Send to:

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
Office of Alumni Relations
3301 College Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314-7796
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Robert E. Wernly (M.B.A.) was
promoted to vice president and man
aging executive of Global Customer
Relations Management at York
International, Inc.

1 9 75

1 9 8 4

Barry Gleim (Ed.D.) was honored
by Johnson & Wales University,
where he previously served as presi
dent. The university dedicated its
library to Gleim, naming it the Barry
L. Gleim Library.

Harry L. Blackmon (M.S.) has been
elected to The Academy of Child and
Youth Care Professionals, which rec
ognizes distinguished leadership in the
field of child and youth care.

1 9 8 9

M. Vicki Wacksman (D.P.A.) was
selected as a distinguished alumnus
for 2002 at Long Island University's
C.W. Post Campus in New York. She
has received numerous awards and
recognitions, including being named
one of Long Island's Top 50 Women.

Kevin Carmichael (J.D.) has been
promoted to partner at the law firm
of Quarles & Brady LLP in Naples,
Florida. He has been practicing law
for more than 10 years and focuses
on the areas of business, taxation,
and trusts and estates.
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Danny O. Crew (D.P.A.) has pub
lished his second book titled
Suffragist Sheet Music. His first book,
Presidential Sheet Music, was pub
lished in 2001.
Lizzie PRB Jenkins (M.S.), a
fourth generation historian and sto
ryteller, has authored The Real
Rosewood Volume One, which
details one of Florida's most tragic
events, the Rosewood Massacre.

Diann Green (M.S.)
is basileus of Gamma
Phi Delta Sorority,
Inc., Alpha Rho
Chapter in Las Vegas,
Nevada, and has been
appointed chairperson of the Ebony
Fashion Fair, which raises funds for
designated charities and scholarships
for disadvantaged seniors.
Neal Rawls (M.S.) has authored a
book titled Be Alert, Be Aware,
Have a Plan: The Complete Guide to
Protecting Yourself, Your Home, Your
Family, which teaches the reader

how to make security a part of his or
her everyday life. He is a former
police officer and corporate security
director.

11
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Lawrence Jay Davis (J.D.) was
appointed by the town of Davie in
Florida to serve as a trustee of their
Police Employee's Pension Board.
Wendell V. Fountain
(D.B.A.) has pub
lished two novels
titled Love-40 and
Grace.
Linda A. Mohr (M.B.A.) currently
serves as director of Florida Outreach
for Northwood University and as
an adjunct management and market
ing professor. She recently launched
an online vintage linen and lace
company and was honored in Who's
Who Among Americas Teachers for

2002.
Paul Novack (J.D.) is currently
serving his sixth term as mayor of the
town of Surfside in Miami-Dade
County and has been appointed to
serve on the State Oversight Board
for the Miami-Dade County Public
School District.

\I£)Q®
John Baker (Ed.D.) authored an
article regarding discrimination and
racism. He currently serves as vice
president of student services at
Gavilan
College
in
Gilroy,
California.
W. Roy Grizzard (Ed.D.) was
appointed as the first assistant secre
tary of the Office of Disability
Employment
Policy
(ODEP).
Previously, he served as commis
sioner for the Department for the
Blind and Vision Impaired for the
Commonwealth of Virginia and
worked nearly 20 years in the
Henrico Public School System as a
teacher, assistant principal, and per
sonnel administrator.

Merik R. Aaron (Ed.D.) was pro
moted to principal deputy town
attorney for the town of Hempstead,
New York, which is the nation's
largest township.

Duane Van Orden (M.B.A.) was
named the superintendent of Howe
Military School in Howe, Indiana.

AnnaBelle Lee (Ed.D.) has
authored a book titled Blueprint for
Health, was inducted into the Hall of
Fame at the University of Science
and Arts of Oklahoma, and currently
substitute teaches for Columbus
Public High Schools in Ohio.

Linda Lopez (Ed.D.) has been hon
ored as one of 12 outstanding women
recognized for their commitment to
the community as 2002 First Ladies
of Broward, an annual award
bestowed by the Broward County
Fair. Currently, she is principal of
Hallandale Adult Community
Center in Florida.
Andrew Pollock (Ed.D.) was
appointed superintendent of schools
for the Benton Area School District
in Pennsylvania.
Stanley C. Strutz (M.S.) was
appointed by Florida Atlantic
University as associate director of
equal opportunities programs. He has
university-wide responsibilities in
equality and affirmative action issues
and is responsible for the development
of financial guidelines and forecasting
the financial impact of proposed equal
opportunity commitments.
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Mauricio Molano (M.S.) has coauthored and published his sixth book
titled Coaching in Action.

Edward P. Mara (Ed.D.) was
appointed assistant superintendent
of schools for the Bristol Warren
Regional School District in Rhode
Island. Previously, he was director of
instruction and support services for
Middletown, Rhode Island Schools.
Scott Rickhoff (M.B.A.) is direc
tor of the food division of Super
Target.
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M. Jane Byrd (D.B.A.)
has authored the fourth
edition of Small Busi
ness Management, An
Entrepreneur's Guide
book, published by

McGraw Hill-Irwin.
Janis Ehlers (M.B.A.) has written a
book titled Marketing Senior Housing
that was published by Builder Books.
The book offers advice on how to sell
a senior community.
John H. Williams (Ed.D.) has
authored a book titled We Guarantee
Academic Success. The book looks at
the complex issues needed to help
education regain a professional status.

Laura Berlowe-Heinish (M.S.)
announces the birth of Jillian Rose
Heinish her daughter with her hus
band, Mark, on October 17, 2002.
Sherril Colombo (J.D.) has joined
Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP in
Miami, Florida.
Andy M. Custer, Esq. (J.D.) has
opened a law firm, Custer & Jefferson,
focusing on medical negligence, prod
uct liability, wrongful death, automo
bile negligence, nursing home negli
gence, and catastrophic personal
injury cases.
Adriane A. deSavorgnani (D.B.A.)
received a Legion of Merit medal for
military service at the Bureau of
Medicine and Surgery, Washington,
D.C. He retired from the U.S. Navy
on January 1, 2003.

Ricardo P. Deveaux (M.S.) was
reelected to the Office of National
First Vice President of the National
Pan-Hellenic Council, Inc., which is
the official coalition of the nine his
torically African American fraterni
ties and sororities.
Ira D. Karmelin (J.D.) has been
appointed Florida's prosecutorial rep
resentative to the National High
way Traffic Safety Administration's
Regional Alcohol Support Team for
the Southeastern region.
Deborah K. Leporowski (Psy.D.)
published her first book, Bitter or
Better: Your Choices After Divorce, a
self-help book for divorced or divorc
ing individuals. She has also pre
sented a continuing legal education
workshop, Florida Mental Health
Law and the Psychologist's Role in
Forensic Assessment at the Palm
Beach County Public Defender's
Office in West Palm Beach, Florida.

Julia Ashley (Ed.D.) was elected
to the Anderson County, South
Carolina, District Two School
Board.
Cameron H. Chambers (M.S.) has
published her first novel titled For
the Love of a Madman, which will be
offered as an ebook and in paper
back form.
Patricia Byers Williams (Ed.D.)
has begun an educational consulting
company, Creating Opportunities
for Student Success. Specialties
include grant writing, literacy plan
ning, teacher training for secondary
schools, alternative certification
programs, and teacher retention
programs.

Merry Jane Bourgeois (Ed.D.) was
recently promoted to education
research analyst in the Office of
Management and Finance of the
Louisiana Department of Education.
Previously, she was an education
information consultant.
Cleveland Ferguson
(B.S.)
has
been
appointed as a tenuretrack professor at
Florida CoastalSchool
of Law in Jacksonville,
Florida.
Ana Garcia-Piedra (M.B.A.) was
among 26 honorees at the National
Technology Awards Conference,
which promotes the successes of
women in technology, engineering,
and science.
Frank Richey (D.B.A.), an applied
aviation sciences professor at EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University, has
been named president and academic
dean of the NTSB Academy.

Ricky D. Rivers (Ed.D.) has grad

uated from the Louisiana State
University law school with a doc
toral degree in jurisprudence and a
bachelor's degree in civil law and has
passed the Louisiana Bar Exam. He
is now officially an Esquire.
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Wayne Leaver (M.S.) presented at

the international conference on
eEducation and eMedicine held at
Scuola Superiore G. Reiss Romoli
(Telecom
Italia
Group
of
Companies) at L'Aquilla near Rome,
Italy. He also presented at the
national
conference
of
the
Association for Death Education and
Counseling in Portland, Oregon, and
the American Counseling Associ
ation in New Orleans. Leaver is pres
ident of the Southwest Florida
Counselor, Therapist, and Social
Worker Co-Ordinating Council.
Ian McNally (M.B.A.)

has been promoted by
constmction manage
ment firm, Boyken
International, to head
Boyken Caribbean
LLC as director of Caribbean
operations.

Margaret Raub Hunt
(Ed.D.) is the execu

tive director of the
101-year-old School
Science and Mathe
matics Association, an
international organization dedicated
to the integration of mathematics
and science.
Jan S. Jones (D.B.A.) has been

appointed dean of the School of
Professional Programs at Shorter
College in Atlanta, Georgia.
Gary L. Pillow (Ed.D.) qualified

for the doctor of audiology degree
(Au.D.) from the Pennsylvania
College of Optometry in August
2002.
Lawrence Thacker
(M.S.)
serves as

director of Public
Works in Florida's
Public Works Depart
ment, which is the
eigth in the United States, but first
in Florida to receive American
Public Works Accreditation. He was
also selected as one of the Top 10
Public Works Officials for 2002.

Kurt Stanic (Ed.D.) currently serves

as superintendent of Parma's school
system, the 10th largest in Ohio.
Previously, he was superintendent of
Ohio's Euclid schools.
Li 9 9 6
Joseph Cipriani (Ed.D.) was pro

moted to full professor in the
Department of Occupational Therapy
at College Miscricordia in Dallas,
Pennsylvania. He also copresented a
research project in Stockholm,
Sweden involving a survey of more
than 35 countries on practice patterns
of occupational therapy.
Ken Stothers (Ed.D.)

retired after serving 30
years as executive
director of Huron
House Boys Home in
Ontario,
Canada.
Currently, he teaches part-time at
Baker College, serves in a business
development manager role for
Goodwill Industries, and is an NSU
faculty research adviser for doctoral
students.
William
(Ed.D.)

C.

Towne

has been
appointed
assistant
superintendent for stu
dent services for the
Milford Public Schools
in Massachusetts. Previously, he
served as director of special education
for the Nahant Schools.

Victoria M. Dreisbach (D.O.) has
completed a residency in psychiatry
and is pursuing a fellowship in foren
sic psychiatry at Yale University
School of Medicine. She has
received numerous awards during
her
residency
including
the
Outstanding Resident Award and
the American Psychiatric Associ
ation Assembly Member-In-Training
Award.

2001
Althia Ellis (M.P.A.) has founded

SENIOR CARE SOLUTIONS,
LLC, a companion agency serving all
of Broward County, Florida, to pro
vide quality, non-medical, in-home
care to the elderly.
Robert Grenier (Ph.D.) participated in
a Building Bridges grant project from
Freeman Foundation and will be con
ducting research on eBusiness prac
tices in China this summer.
Carolyn Renae Griggs (B.S.) is

founding executive director of the
National Police Family Violence
Prevention Project in Florida.
Joseph Erick Santana
(J.D.) has been named

shareholder of the law
offices of Dan Cytryn,
P.A., now named
Cytryn & Santana,
PA. The firm is a leading personal
injury firm in Broward County,
Florida, with more than 20 years of
experience.

Thomas V. Ayala (B.S.) was selected
as editor-in-chief of the ViUanova Law
Review at the Villanova University

School of Law in Pennsylvania.
Robert J. Santos (B.S.) opened his
own mortgage company in Plantation,
Florida, specializing in residential,
commercial, and investment loans.

Jose Gonzalez (M.B.A.)

was promoted to direc
tor of company store
operations for Jiffy
Lube International,
Inc., in Texas. Previously,
he was regional vice president.
m
Charles W. Collins (Ed.D. 1995)

passed away on June 25, 2002.
Michele L. Jackson-Starr (Psy.D.

1997) passed away on July 11, 2002.
Paul Roberts (B.S. 2000) passed

away on January 10, 2003.

Jerry A. Smith (M.S.) has been

appointed chief technology officer at
The Information Protection and
Recovery Company (IPR Inter
national) in Pennsylvania.

Michael Imnser (Ed.D.)

was hired by Lakeshore Technical College
in Cleveland, Wisconsin,
as their next president.
Previously, he was the
college's vice president of educational
support.
iBEE
Kenneth Christopher (D.P.A.) is

currently a platoon commander of
police and security personnel at
Miami, Florida, and also serves as a
member of the adjunct faculty in the
Criminal Justice Program at Lynn
University in Boca Raton, Florida.
Jeanette M. Cunill-Puello (M.S.)

recently became NDT trained to
treat adults with hemiplegia and has
rotated to the Comprehensive
Rehabilitation Unit at Mercy
Hospital in Miami, Florida.
Gerald A. Lambert
(Ed.D.) has received

the
Outstanding
Faculty Award from
the University of
Phoenix, Southern
California.
Kari L. Niblack, Esq. (J.D.) has

been selected as director of alumni
programs for the Indiana University
Kelley School of Business. She also
serves as vice president of the board
of directors of the NSU Law Center
Alumni Association.
Mark D. Quintana (Ed.S.) was

promoted to the position of curri
culum specialist, social studies K—12
for Florida's School Board of
Broward County, the nation's fifth
largest school district.

Alexis M. Yarbrough
Alexis M. Yarbrough poignantly tells
the story of one of her most recent com
munity efforts. The 1996 Shepard Broad
Law Center graduate and attorney with
Tripp Scott PA, Fort Lauderdale, heard
through her volunteer work that a local
family was in a crisis. Fifteen-year-old
Leora Woodsmall was battling cancer,
as her mother Jeri Piatt, a single parent,
was losing her struggle to make ends
meet and care for her.
Yarbrough learned about the family on
a Thursday, and by the following
Sunday morning, had connected with
others in the South Florida community
who donated an apartment and new furniture to the family. Woodsmall had
always wanted her own room, painted in pink; so, Yarbrough and her Tripp
Scott coworkers got paintbrushes and paint and made it happen.
Woodsmall lost her battle with the disease, but her mother assures Yarbrough
that the apartment and pink room made the teen smile in her final days.
Yarbrough is devoted to her career and community efforts. She mentored
troubled teenage girls at the PACE Center for Girls; ran a marathon in San
Diego for the Leukemia Society of America; was awarded as one of Fort
Lauderdale's finest by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation; is on the board for
Volunteer Broward; is a member of Junior League of Greater Fort Lauderdale;
and is a founding member and event coordinator for Hammerheads, a fundraising mechanism for Habitat for Humanity.
Today, Yarbrough does commercial litigation, probate and trust litigation,
and civil rights work. Whether painting a room for a young girl who has
cancer or representing people through litigation, she approaches her career
and volunteer work with a sense of purpose. "To me, the practice of law is
serving the community. With constitutional issues, you're defending some
thing that underlies the fabric of government in society. To the other
extreme, the probate and trust litigation matters are personal family issues,
where you're helping people through difficult times," she said. •
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College of Allied Health
and Nursing
DEAN'S SPOTLIGHT
Richard E. Davis, PA-C, Ed.D., Leads College into New Ventures
Richard E. Davis,
PA-C, Ed.D., dean of
NSU's College of
Allied Health and
Nursing, gained valu
able clinical exper
ience as a physician
assistant (PA) before
earning his doctoral
degree and shifting
his emphasis to academia. He was a PA
with the United
States Air Force; then, worked in various settings, includ
ing a health care practice, a clinic, and an urgent care
center from 1981 through 1993. While working, he
earned a master of science in adult education at Troy
State University.
Davis capitalized on his advanced degree, accepting
a post as director of the PA program at Arizona
School of Health Sciences, Kirksville College of
Osteopathic Medicine. He developed and launched a
doctoral program for PAs in Arizona before joining
NSU in 1998 as the physician assistant program
director. Davis earned his own doctor of education
from NSU in 2001, and in the same year, was named
interim dean for what was then called the College of
Allied Health. His post as dean of the college became
official in January 2002.

the team concept for when these professionals step
out in the real world. They train together and learn
about one another's disciplines, and therefore, are
more likely to work as teams throughout their careers.

AN: Why did NSU expand to include
the R.N. to B.S.N, program?
Davis: Right now there are three avenues for people
who want to become R.N.s: they can graduate from a
hospital school of nursing (although there are not too
many of those left around), go to a community col
lege, or complete a B.S.N, program. All three get the
same license and the same amount of pay, in most
cases. However, today's employers prefer the four-year
degree to the others and the trend in nursing is to
graduate nurses with the bachelor of science in nurs
ing. NSU is taking a leadership role in helping nurses
to upgrade their educations.
This program only accepts currently licensed R.N.s
who have less than a bachelor's degree. It is a program

The college is home to about 800 students in the PA,
physical therapy (P.T.), occupational therapy (O.T.),
audiology, and nursing programs. That 800 does not
include the new bachelor of health science program
that the university is launching this summer.
The college offers many degree options, including
• bachelor of science/master of medical science in
physician assistant studies
• doctor of audiology
• master's degree, transition doctor, and Ph.D. in PT.
• master and doctoral degree in O.T.
• bachelor, master, and doctor of health science
• registered nurse (R.N.)
• bachelor of science in nursing (B.S.N.)
We are planning to offer a master's degree in nursing
program in 2004.

AN: Are the programs accredited?
Davis: Every one of our entry-level programs is
accredited, with the exception of nursing and audiol
ogy, which are in the accreditation process.

AN: What makes NSU different from
many other schools?
Davis: It's a very comprehensive college with indi
vidual programs; yet the students in these different
disciplines also share common interests. NSU encour
ages interdisciplinary education by having students
learn together whenever possible. This interdiscipli
nary learning is important because it starts building
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Davis: Absolutely. Our bachelor of health science,
master of medical science, and doctor of health sci
ence are all online programs. The doctor of physical
therapy, transitional doctor of physical therapy, and
the doctoral degrees in O.T. have online departments.
Those students, however, have to come in for resi
dency at least twice a year for a week or two at a time.
Our doctor of health science has about 150 students
enrolled from all around the United States. The
online option gives people who are working PAs,
nurses, respiratory therapists, and others the chance
to get their Ph.D.s without having to quit their jobs.

Davis: Every one of my chairs is a former clinician
and all have had experience in education—so they
have had the best of both worlds. Many members of
our faculty have achieved high political status in their
professions and all of my directors and chairs of the
department are involved in their state or national
organizations as officers, committee members, advis
ers, etc. It keeps their pulses op these professions and
gives us insight as to where the professions are going
and what the professionals' needs are, as well as iden
tifying opportunities that will serve these populations.
Many people who teach here continue to practice
locally.

Q&A with Dean Davis

Davis: It encompasses numerous professions.
Recently we changed the name from the College of
Allied Health to the College of Allied Health and
Nursing because we have launched a nursing pro
gram. Having "nursing" in the name highlights the
importance we are putting on the new program.

AN: Do you offer online options?

AN: Tell us about the college's faculty.

Davis said that his background as a PA helps him to
understand what students need in education to be
effective clinicians. He recently sat down with
Alumni Network to talk about this growing, compre
hensive NSU college.

AN: Describe the College of Allied
Health and Nursing

outlooks in P.T. and O.T. are looking better—with
increases up all the way across the board. What hap
pened with these particular career groups was that
both P.T. and O.T. were negatively impacted in the
area of Medicare reimbursement in the late 1990s but
that has since changed and these professionals are
being reimbursed from Medicare.

that allows these professionals to improve their
expertise without interrupting their careers. The
R.N. to B.S.N. Program focuses on enhancing profes
sional skills and preparing nurses for leadership and
management roles. The faculty members who teach
it have real-world experience and are leaders in
nursing education.

AN: Are nurses in this program
reimbursed for their tuition costs
by employers?
Davis: Yes, area employers (especially those that are
part of North and South Broward Hospital Districts)
are reimbursing nurses in part for their tuition.

AN: What are some key issues in
health care?
Davis: Physical therapists are slowly moving toward
the entry-level doctoral degree. In fact, in 2004 our
program will become a doctor of P.T. program, and we
will no longer offer the master's degree after June
of 2004.
While the trend is similar in other professions, the
advanced degree is not mandated as it is in P.T. For
instance, PA is moving toward the master's degree but
it is not mandated.

AN: What are the job outlooks in these
health care professions?
Davis: If you look back over the years, whenever we
have a downturn in the economy, the applications to
health profession schools tend to go up because
health care is a steady employer. We tend to get a lot
of people who are going for their second careers for
this very reason.
The job outlooks in health care are strong and are
expected to remain strong as baby boomers age. Job

AN: What don't people know about the
College of Allied Health and Nursing
that they should?
Davis: I don't think people realize the scope of what
we offer in the health professions. The NSU Health
Professions Division, itself, is made up of six colleges:
dental medicine, osteopathic medicine, pharmacy,
optometry, medical sciences, and allied health and
nursing.

AN: How is the College of Allied Health
and Nursing woven into the
community?
Davis: All of our programs require clinical practice
with local hospitals, clinics, and practices. In fact, most
of our students get job offers before they graduate.
For more information, call the Office of Admissions
for the NSU Health Professions Division at 800-3560026, ext. 1101, or (954) 262-1101. •

SHSS Student Wins NSU Student of the Year
Osamba, a doctoral student in the Department of

Conflict Studies Conference in Boston, Massachusetts,

Conflict Analysis and Resolution, received the presti

and the International Studies Association Conference

gious award, nicknamed the Stuey, for his engagement

in New Orleans, Louisiana. While at SHSS, he has

in university life, which has contributed to the overall

published three articles in well-known peer-reviewed

quality of the SHSS and NSU community.

academic journals and has two forthcoming articles.

The Stuey award recognizes those students, faculty and

Osamba is the first international student representative

staff members, alumni, and others who work tirelessly to

to the SHSS Student Association and is currently the

further a sense of campus community. Osamba competed

first president of the SHSS International Student Club.

against 13 other hopefuls for the Stuey's highest award.

Osamba also participates in all activities of the Nova

Since 2000, when Osamba arrived from Kenya where
he was an assistant lecturer in history at Egerton

Joshia Osamba, a student at the Graduate School of
Humanities and Social Sciences (SHSS), took home a
Student Life Achievement Award for the NSU Student

International Student Association. Last year, Osamba
was appointed an NSU Presidential Knight.

University and where he worked at the Kenya Center

While at NSU, Osamba has organized three workshops

for Conflict Resolution, he has been valued by faculty,

for the "Fathers Count" program of the Urban League

student, and staff associates for his intellectual energy,

of Florida; conducted more than twenty seminars for

conflict resolution practice, engagement in the life of

the Salvation Army Transition Department, Fort

our learning community, and personal character.

Lauderdale; and facilitated a community discussion

Osamba's education at NSU was supported for the first

addressing ethnic conflicts in South Florida.

of the Year at the 2003 Student Life Achievement

two years of his doctoral studies with a distinguished

Osamba is committed to his education and the field of

Awards ceremony held April 15.

Fulbright Fellowship. Since then, he has also been a

conflict resolution. His long-term goal is to be a univer

recipient of a Practitioner-Writer Scholar Fellowship

sity professor in Kenya and serve others as a practitioner

NSU in the news

from the Network of Communities for Peacemaking

of conflict resolution and peace building at the commu

and Conflict Resolution. He has presented papers at the

nity and international levels. •

Faculty and administrators at NSU regularly are
sought by national media for comment on the
issues of the day. Here's a sample.
Lawsuits "are rising, thoughI get no sense they are
rising any faster than in the general population,"
says Robert Jarvis, who has written on malpractice
and athletes as law professor at Nova Southeastern
University in Fort Lauderdale. "But there's a lot
more money on the table, a lot more at stake."
—USA Today, March 10, 2003.

•••
When it comes to human decoys, though, Saddam
has been a master of deception... "You want to cre
ate confusion as much as possible," says Charles
Zelden, associate professor of history at Nova
Southeastern University in Florida. And Saddam
has

certainly

done. that.

David Loshin, O.D., dean of the College of Optometry,
was presented with the Stuey Award for Academic
Dean of the Year. Loshin is pictured with Frederick
Lippman, Ed.D. '03, executive vice chancellor and
provost for the Health Professions Division, and the
NSU Women's Basketball Team who presented Dean
Loshin with his award.

—Knight-Ridder

Newswire, March 25, 2003.

•••
If possible, buy tickets that can be changed or are
refundable; they will be more expensive, but the
flexibility may be worth it. Some experts also rec
ommend upgrading to the highest class of service
you can afford. "If you're in first class," said Robert
Jarvis, a professor of travel law at Nova Southeastern
University, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, "they try to

(left) President Ferrero is photographed with NSU
Alumni Association President Paul M. Sallarulo,
M.B.A. '88, who won the Stuey Award for NSU
Alumnus of the Year.

take better care of you than if you're in steerage."
—The New York Times, February 16, 2003.

•••
Toxicologist Robin McFee, who is not connected to
the case, said vaccines don't cause the same brain
trauma seen in shaken-baby syndrome cases...
"People blame vaccines for a whole host of things.
Tragic as they [reactions] are, they are incredibly

2003 Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award

rare," said McFee, an assistant professor of preven

DEADLINE: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2003

tive medicine at Nova Southeastern University's

The sixth annual Celebration of Excellence will be held on Thursday, January 29, 2004. It's never too early to nominate someone,

College

of

Osteopathic

Medicine

in

Fort

Lauderdale. "In the world of reality, you would have
a hard time proving to me that this vaccine caused
this child's death." —The Orlando Sentinel, March
27, 2003.

•••
"The high-profile figures are the most visible dis

or yourself, for the Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award. To nominate someone, please complete the following information
and return it, along with a resume, to the Office of Alumni Relations. Winners will be notified by mail.
The Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award is the highest award that an individual can receive from the Nova Southeastern
University Alumni Association. To be considered for this award, an alumnus or alumna must have made significant contributions to
his or her profession, community, and/or to society. Emphasis is also placed on support of the university and the Alumni Association.
The Nova Southeastern University Alumni Association Awards Program has been developed to recognize alumni who have
attained excellence. As a member of NSU's Alumni Association, your input is valued in the award nomination process.

senters so far," said Christine Jackson, a popular cul
ture expert at Nova Southeastern University in
South Florida. "This administration has done a suc
cessful job of eviscerating dissent," describing dis
senters as out-of-touch or ill-informed, she said.
"...What do these flaky celebrities know?" is the
point,' Jackson said." —Delaware News Journal,

Nominee
Nominee's address

City

State

ZIP

Telephone

March 25, 2003.

•••
"It's probably good for you to switch off the news
coverage regularly," says Dr. Steven Gold, director
of the trauma resolution integration program at
Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. "The constant bombardment with sights,
sounds, and information can lead to feeling over
loaded and overwhelmed." —Wisconsin State
Journal, March 22, 2003.

Nominator's name
Address

City

State

ZIP

Telephone

Please attach a resume of the nominee and any additional information
that you wish to include. Send all nominations to

Nova Southeastern University • Office of Alumni Relations
3301 College Avenue • Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314-7796
You may also fax your nomination form and resume to (954) 262-3975, attention: Lisa Davis
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Chicago Chapter

Homecoming Alumni Reception

Alumni and friends attended the Chicago Alumni Chapter's
annual holiday party in Chicago, Illinois. This premier event

A,umni and friends

is a lot of fun and very popular with Chicago graduates.

Resort ln Fort

gathered for the Alumni Homecoming Reception at the Bahia Mar Beach
Lauderdale, Florida. The annual event allows alumni the opportunity to net-

|

r—| l"ork.with ,e,,ow c,assmates and social-

Fifth Annual Alumni Day with the Dolphins
More than 800 alumni, families, and friends attended the Fifth Annual Alumni Day with the Miami
Dolphins. Guests enjoyed a delicious barbecue, games, pony rides, and much more. Once again,
NSU alumni helped their community by donat
ing hundreds of canned goods to benefit the
Women's Resource Institut

The New Jersey Alumni Chapter held their fall lunch
eon in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Loyola Garcia, who
is pursuing On Ed.D. degree, was awarded the Cheryl
Metrey scholarship.
Metrey

m

Arizona Chapter
The Arizona Alumni Chapter held a luncheon at the
Renaissance Bistro in Sun Lakes, Arizona. Camille Casteel,
Ed.D. '91, was awarded a certificate as Administrator of the
Year. Presentin^fCasteel with her award are Stanley Olivier,
Ed.D. '84 (left) and
Joseph
Keresty,
M.B.A. '82.

Page 16 B NSU Alumni Network B Summer 2003

rado Chapter
ado Alumni Chapter held an event at the popular Buca di Beppos Restaurant in Colorado
olorado Alumni Chapter President Karen Kirshenbaum (standing) enjoys a laugh with
fellow NSU graduates and their guests.

